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HAT  ART, 

WHICH 


Makes  a  Man  happy  in  Himfelf,  and 

agreeable  to  Others. 


Harjb  to  the  Heart ,  and  grating  to  the  Ear 
Who  can  Reproof  without  Reluctance  hear  ? 

Why  againfl  Priefls  the  common  Hate  fo  Jlrong? 

But  that  they  J hew  us,  all  we  do  is  wron<r 
Wit  well  apply'fi  does  weightier  Wifdom  right. 

And  gives  us  Knowledge ,  while  it  gives  Delight . 

Morals  well  pleas'd,  we  on  the  Stage  behold. 

That  would  have  pain'd  us  from  the  Pulpit  told; 

For  Here ,  Another  Jhews  us  that  we  err. 

But  There,  Ourfelves  the  whole fome  T r utb  infer.  \ 

The  FaCt  is  clear,  tho ’  the  DiJlinCtim  nice , 

Pride  new  for  P  iriue  ads,  and  now  for  Vice . 
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T  G  T  H  E 


Author  of  the  Polite  Philosopher. 

- - Velat  matcrno  tempora  myrto.  Virg. 


WjHE  N  Vice  the  Shelter  of  a  Majk  difdain'i^ 
When  Folly  triumph9 d,  and  a  N  ERO  reign'd  j 
PETRON  1US  rofe  fatyric 7  yet  polite , 

And  fhew'd  the  glaring  Monfier  full  in  Sight  $ 

To  public  Mirth  expos'd  th 9  imperial  Beafi^ 

And  made  his  wanton  Court  the  common  Jeft. 

In  your  correfter  Page  his  Wit  we  fee , 

And  all  the  ROMAN  Lives  rejtor'd  in  thee l 
So  is  the  Piece  proportion' d  to  our  Times , 

For  every  Age  diverfifies  its  Crimes  *, 

And  Proteus  like ,  Vice  does  in  one  conceal , 

What  in  the  next  Jhe  boldly  (hall  reveal  ; 

In  different  Shapes  purfues  the  lafling  Trade% 

And  makes  the  World  one  changing  Ma  fquerade  ! 

The  griping  Wretch ,  whoje  Av'rice  robs  the  Town , 
T o  gain  his  Point  a  holy  Look  puts  on  ; 

To  Earth  his  hands  direffis ,  to  Heav'n  his  Eyes , 

And  with  a  Show  of  Grace  defrauds  and  lies  : 

Th'  ambitious  Courtier ,  but  for  different  Ends 5 
With  Jeeming  Zeal  the  public  Good  defends ; 

Difdain  the  low  concerns  of  worldly  Pelf9 
He  ferv'd  his  Country-— to  advance  himfelf : 

The  Pettifogger  Jlill  fupports  the  Caufe 
Howe'er  unjuft ,  and  wrefts  the  injur'd  Laws  : 

Th'  Enthujiaft  thinks  to  him  the  Standard  giv'n 
Of  Truth  divine ,  the  Mafter-key  of  Heav'n! 

T o  Courage ,  Bullies ;  Fops  to  Wit  pretend  j 
ylnd  all  can  proftitute  the  Name  of  Friend  ; 

The  Jilt  wears  Honefty  ;  the  Bankrupt  Faith  5 
And  every  Mountebank  can  fave  from  Death  : 

Tit 


r et  tho ’  Men  want  lut  Eyes  to  fee  the  Cheat 
They  cbufe  to  wink ,  and  help  their  own  Deceit  • 

'The  Herd  of  Fools  reftgn  tbemfelves  a  Prey , 

Wmco  every  Knave  purfues  his  private  Way  I 
The  Queftion,  FORRESTER!  is fame  thing  hard. 
How  fhall  the  IVife  th e  motley  Scene  regard  ? 

While  Men  our (elves,  can  we  unmov’d  Jiand  by  ? 

d,  fhall  we  fmile  ?-—or  honeji  Jhould  we  cry ? 
Humanity  to  Grief  would  give  the  Rule , 

But  fir onger  P^eafon  fides  with  Ridicule  f 
Oh  !  that  thy  Piece ,  infiruClive,  yet  refin'd , 

'The  Image  of  thy  philofopbic  Mind  ;  ’  # 

Which  like  the  Statues  wrought  by  Phidian  Art, 

Is  one  fair  ll^hole,  complete  in  every  Part  * 

May  cure  the  lighter  Follies  of  the  Age, 

Cool  bigot  Zeal  and  banifio  Party  Rage  ; 

Expofe  I  Unaware,  Pedantry  overcome. 

Strike  Affectation  dead ,  and  Scandal  dumb  ; 

Refiore  fair  Converfe  to  its  native  Light , 

And  teach  Mankind  with  eafe  to  grow  polite  ! 

Coen  round  thv  Brow  the  Myrtle  Garland  twine. 
The  grateful  Recompence  of  I  oils  like  thine  ! 

Goon  in  all  your  fair  Defigns  to  pleafe  ; 
foin  IV it  to  Senfe ,  with  Underfianding  Eafe . 

Already  here  your  juft  Applaufes  rife , 

And  the  Belles  read  you  with  impatient  Eyes  ! 

Some  in  the  fweetefl  Notes  repeat  your  Lays , 

All  join  harmonious  in  the  Author's  Praife  ; 

All  to  approve  with  equal  Zeal  confpire , 

What  more  can  Fortune  give?-— or  you  defire ? 

As  Paris,  loft  in  pafiionate  Surprize , 

To  Love's  refifilefs  Queen  afiign'd  the  Prize  j 
So,  while  you  Beauty  treat  with  fuch  Regard , 

Tour  Theme,  like  Virtue,  fhall  it f elf  reward  ; 

"V  enus  fhall  from  the  Shepherd' s  Debt  be  free. 

And  by  the  fav'rite  Fair  repay  the  Gift  to  thee! 

SAMUEL  BOYSB* 


THE 


I 


Polite  Philosopher,  P&c. 

j 

, '  SI 

■  II 


E  T  H  O  D  requires  that,  in  my  En¬ 
trance  on  this  Work,  I  Ihould  explain 
the  Nature  of  that  Science  to  which 
I  have  given  the  Name  of  Polite 
Philosophy  ;  and,  tho’  I  am  not  very  apt  to 
write  methodically,  yet,  I  think,  it  becomes 
me,  on  this  Occafion,  to  fhew  that  my  Title  is 
forfiewhat  a  propos. 

Folks  who  are  fkilled  in  Greek  tell  us,  that 
Philo fophy  means  no  more  than  the  Love  of  Wif- 
dom,  and  I,  by  the  Adjunction  of  Polite ,  would 
be  under  flood  to  mean,  that  Sort  of  Wifdom, 
which  teaches  Men  to  be  at  Peace  in  themfelves, 
and  neither  by  their  Words  or  Behaviour  todif- 
turb  the  Peace  of  others. 

Academical  Criticks  may,  perhaps,  expeCt 
that  I  ihould,  at  leaf!,  quote  fome  Greek  Sage 
or  other,  as  the  Patron  of  that  Kind  of  Know¬ 
ledge  which  1  am  about  to  reftore;  and,  as  I 
pique  myielf  on  obliging  every  Man  in  his  Way, 
I  fhall  put  them  in  mind  of  one  ARISTIPPUS , 

who 
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who  was  Profefior  of  Polite  Philofophy  at  Syra- 
cufe,  in  the  Days  of  the  famous  King  Dionifim , 
in  whofe  Favour  he  flood  higher  than  even  Plato 
himfelf.  Should  they  go  farther,  and  demand 
an  Account  of  his  Tenets,  I  muft  turn  them 
over  to  Horace ,  who  has  comprifed  them  all  in 
one  Line. 

Omnh  Aridippum  decuit  color ,  et  flatus,  et  res. 

Secure  his  Soul  preferv'd  a  conflant  Frame, 

Thro’  evry  varying  Scene  of  Life  the  fame. 

In  the  Court  of  the  King  of  Sicily,  this  wife 
Man  enjoyed  all  the  Delights  that  would  have 
fatisfied  a  fenfual  Mind  ;  but  it  was  the  Ufe  of 
thcle  which  {hewed  him  a  true  Philofopher :  ' 
He  was  temperate  in  them,  while  he  poflefled 
them,  and  eafy  without  them,  when  they  were 
no  longer  in  his  Power.  In  a  Word,  he  had 
the  Integrity  o (Diogenes,  without  his  Churlifh- 
nefs  ;  and,  as  his  Wifdom  was  ufeful  to  him¬ 
felf,  fo  it  render’d  him  agreeable  to  the  reft  of 
the  W orld. 

ARISTIP PUS  had  many  Pupils,  but  for 
the  regular  Succeffion  of  his  School,  it  has  either 
not  been  recorded  by  the  Greek  Writers,  or,  at 
leaft,  by  any  of  them  that  have  come  to  my 
Hands.  Among  the  Remans  indeed,  this  Kind 
of  Knowledge  was  in  the  higheft  Efleem,  and 
that  at  the  Time  when  the  Reputation  of  the 
Common-wealth  was  at  its  greatefl  Height.  Sci-. 
pio  was  lefs  diftinguilhed  by  the  Laurels  he  ac¬ 
quir’d 
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quir’d  from  foreign  Conquefts,  than  bv  the 
Myrtle  Garland  he  wore  as  a  Profeflor  in  this 
Art.  The  familiar  Letters  of  Cicero  are  fo  many 
fhort  Le&ures  in  our  Science,  and  the  Life  of 
Pomponius  Atticus ,  a  Praxis  only  on  Polite  Phi - 
fophy. 

I  would  not  be  fufpedted  to  mention  thefe 
great  Names,  with  an  Intent  to  difplay  my  Lear¬ 
ning  j  far  be  it  from  me  to  write  a  Satyr  on  the 
Age  :  All  I  aim  at,  is  to  convince  the  Beauz 
Efprits  of  our  Times,  that  what  I  teach  they 
may  receive  without  Difparagement,  fince  they 
tread  thereby  in  the  fame  Road  with  the  greateft 
Heroes  of  Antiquity ;  and,  in  this  Way,  at  leaft, 
may  emulate  the  Chara&ers  of  Alexander  and 
Cafar .  Or,  if  thofe  old-faihion'd  Commanders 
excite  not  their  Ambition,  I  will  venture  to  af- 
fure  them,  that,  in  this  Track  only,  they  will 
be  able  to  approach  the  immortal  Prince  Eugene „ 
who,  glorious  from  his  Courage,  and  amiable 
from  his  Clemency,  was  yet  lefs  diftinguifhed  by 
his  Rank,  than  by  his  Politenejl. 

After  naming  Prince  Eugene ,  it  would  de- 
bafe  my  Subjedt  to  add  another  Example  ;  I  {halt 
proceed  therefore  to  the  taking  Notice  of  fuch 
Qualities  of  the  Mind,  as  are  requiflte  for  my 
Pupils  to  have,  previous  to  the  Receipt  of  thefe 
Inftrudtions. 

But,  as  Vanity  is  one  of  the  greateft  Impe¬ 
diments  in  the  Road  of  a  Polite  Philofopher,  and, 
as  be  who  takes  upon  him  to  be  a  Preceptor , 
ought,  at  leaft,  not  to  give  an  ill  Example  to  his 

Scholars, 
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Scholars,  it  will  not  be  improper  for  me  to  de¬ 
clare,  that,  in  compofmg  this  Piece,  I  had  in 
my  Eye  that  Precept  of  Seneca,  Hac  alas  die, 
ttt  dum  diets  audtas ,  ipfe  Jcribe,  ut  dum  ferip/eris 
legas.  Which,  for  the  Sake  of  the  Ladies,  I 
fhall  tranflate  into  Englijh ;  and  into  Verfe,  that 
I  may  gratify  my  ovVn  Propenfity  to  Rhyming. 

Speaking  to  others,  what  you  dictate  hear  ; 

And  learn  ycurjeif,  while  teaching  you  appear. 

-  Thus  you  fee  me  ftript  of  the  ill-obey’d  Au¬ 
thority  of  a  Pedagogue,  and  are,  for  the  future, 
to  conlider  me  only  as  a  School-fellow  playing 
the  Mafter,  that  we  may  the  better  conquer  the 
Difficulties  of  our  Talk. 

To  proceed  then  in  the  Character,  which, 
for  my  own  fake,  as  well  as  yours,  I  have  put 
on,  let  me  remind  you  in  the  fir  ft  Place  : 

That  Rea/on,  however  antique  you  may 
think  it,  is  a  Thing  abfolutely  neceffary  in  the 
Compofition  of  him  who  endeavours  at  acquir¬ 
ing  a  philofophic  Politenejs  ;  and  let  us  receive  it 
as  a  Maxim,  that  without  Reajon,  there’s  no  be¬ 
ing  a  Fine  Gentleman.  ./°  ■  > 

However,  to  foften,  at  the  fame  Time  that 
we  yield  to  this  Conftraint,  I  tell  my  blooming 
Audience  with  Pleafure,  that  Reajon,  like  a 
Fop’s  Under-waiftcoat,  may  be  wore  out  of 
Sight,  and,  provided  it  be  but  worn  at  all,  I 
fhall  not  quarrel  with  them,  tho’  Vivacity,-  like' 
a  laced  Shirt,  be  put  over,  to  conceal  it :  For,’- 

to  pur fue  the  Comparifon,  our  Minds  luffer  no 

lefs 
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lei's  from  Indifcretion ,  than  our  Bodies  from  the 
Injuries  of  Weather. 

Nk xt  to  this,  another  Out-of-the-way  Qua¬ 
lification  muft  be  acquired,  and  that  is  Calmnefs. 

Let  not  the  Smarts  of  the  Univei  fity,  the  Sparks 
of  the  Side-Boxes,  or  the  genteel  Flatterers  of 
the  Drawing-room,  imagine,  that  I  will  deprive 
them  of  thole  elevated  Enjoyments,  drinking 
Tea  with  a  Toa/l,  gallanting  a  Fan ,  or  roving, 
hke  a  Butterfly,  through  a  Far  ten e  of  Beauties  : 

No,  I  am  far  from  being  the  Author  of  fuch  j 

levere  Infti'tutions  ;  but  am,  on  the  contrary, 
willing  to  indulge  them  in  their  Plcafures,  as 
long  as  they  preferve  their  Scnfes.  By  which  I 
would  be  under  flood  to  mean,  while  they  adt  in 
Character,  and  iufter  not  a  fond  Inclination,  an 
aipiring  Vanity,  ora  giddy  Freedom,  to  trans¬ 
port  them  into  the  doing  any  Thing,  which 
may  forfeit  prelent  Advantages,  or  entail  upon 
them  future  Pain. 

I  fhali  have  frequent  Occafion,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Pages,  to  fhew,  from  Examples,  of  what 
mighty  Ule  Reafo'n ,  and  an  uridijinrbed  Temper,, 
are  to  Men  of  great  Commerce  in  the  World, 
and  therefore  fhali  infill  no  farther  on  them  hei  e. 

1  he  laft  Difpofition  of  the  Soul  which  I  (hall 
mention,  as  necefiarv  to  him  who  would  be- 

j 

come  a  Proficient  in  this  Science,  is  Gocd-I\a~ 

Jure ,  a  Quality,  which,  as  Mr.  1  ryden  laid  in  a 
Dedication  to  one  of  the  beft-natuied  Men  of 
his  f  ime,  deleives  the  high  eft  Elfeem,  tho’  from 
an  unaccountable  Depravity  both  of  Tafte  and 
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Morals,  it  meets  with  the  lead:.  For  can  there 
be  any  i  hing  more  amiable  in  a  human  Mind} 
th-n  to  think,  to  Ipeak,  and  to  do,  whatever 
Good  lies  in  our  Power  unto  all  ?  No  Man  who 
looks  upon  the  Sun,  and  who  feels  that  Chear- 
fulnefs  which  his  Beams  infpire,  but  would  ra- 
ther.wifh  himielf  fo  glorious  a  Being,  than  to 
lelembie  the  lyger,  however  formidable  for  its 
Fierceneis,  or  the  Serpent  hated  for  his  Hiding, 
and  dreaded  for  his  Sting.  Good-Nature ,  may, 
indeed,  be  made  almoft  asdiftuflveas  Dav~light} 
but  fhort  are  the  Ravages  of  the  Tyger ,  inno¬ 
cent  the  Bite  of  a  Serpent ,  to  the  Vengeance  of 
a  cankered  Heart ,  or  the  Malice  of  an  envenom  d 
Tongue.  To  this  let  me  add  another  Argument 
in  favour  of  this  Benevolence  of  Soul,  and  far¬ 
ther  Perfuafions  will,  I  flatter  mvfelf,  be  unne- 
ceffary  :  Good-Nature  adorns  every  Perfection  a 
Man  is  Mafter  of,  and  throws  a  Veil  over  every 
Blemffh  which  would  otherwife  appear.  In  a 
Word,  like  a  Jkilful  Painter,  it  places  his  Vir¬ 
tues  in  the  faireft  Light,  and  caffs  all  his  Foibles 
into  Shade. 

I  nus,  in  a  few  Words,  Senfe ,  Moderation , 
and  Sweet nefs  are  eflential  to  a  Polite  Pbilofopher : 
And  if  you  think  you  can’t  acquire  thefe ,  even 
lay  my  Book  afide  •  but  before  you  do  that,  in¬ 
dulge  me  yet  a  Moment  longer.  Nature  denies 
the  fir  it  to  few,  the  fecond  is  in  every  Man’s 
Power,  and  no  Man  need  be  without  the  laft,  v 
who  either  values  general  Efteem,  or  is  not  in¬ 
different  to  publick  Hate.  For,  to  fay  Truth, 
what  is  neceffary  to  make  an  honeft  Man,  pro¬ 
perly  - 
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perly  applied,  would  make  a  polite  One;  and 
as  almoft  every  one  would  take  it  amifs,  if  we 
fhould  deny  him  the  fir  ft  Appellation,  fo  you 
may  perceive  from  thence,  how  few  there  are, 
who,  but  from  their  own  Indiicretion,  may  de- 
ferve  the  fecond.  it  is  Want  of  Attention,  not 
Capacity,  which  leaves  us  fo  many  Biutes  ;  and, 
I  flatter  myfeif,  there  will  be  fewer  of  this  Spe¬ 
cies,  if  any  o i  them  can  be  prevailed  on  to  read 
this  Piece.  A  Defcription  of  tfreir  Faults  is  to 
fuch  the  fitteft  Ledture,  for  few  Monfters  there 
are  who  can  bear  viewing  themfelves  in  a  Glafs. 

Our  Follies ,  when  difplay d.  ow  f elves  affright , 

Few  are  fo  bad \  to  bear  the  hideous  Sight. 

Mankind ,  in  Herds ,  thro*  Force  of  C idiom  [tray, 

Mijiead  each  other  into  Error  s  V/ay  ; 

Purfue  the  Road \  forgetful  of  the  End% 

Sin  by  Mi  flake ,  and  without  Thought  offend . 

* 

My  Readers  wno  have,  perhaps,  been  many 
of  them  accuilomed  to  think  Pohtenejs  rather  an 
ornamental  Accomplifhment,  than  a  Thing  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  acquired  in  order  to  an  eafy  and 
happy  .Life,  may,  from  thence,  pay  lefs  Atten¬ 
tion  than  my  Inftrudions  require,  unlefs  I  can 
convince  them  they  are  in  the  Wrong,  in  order 
to  which,  1  mud;  put  them  in  mind,  that  the 
Tranquility,  and  even  Felicity  of  our  Days,  de¬ 
pends  as  ftrongiy  on  j mall  Things,  as  on  great  ; 
of  which  Men  may  be  eafiiy  convinced,  if  they 
but  reded  how  much  Uneafinefs  they  have  ex¬ 
perienced  from  crofs  Accidents,  aitho’  they  re- 

13  2  latcd 
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lated  but  to  Triples  ;  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  re¬ 
member,  that  Difquiet  is,  of  ail  others,  the 
gi  eareft  Evil,  let  it  arils  from  what  it  will. 

Now,  in  the  Concerns  of  Life ,  as  in  thofe 
of  For  time.  Numbers  are  brought  into  what  are 
called,  bad  Circumftances,  from  fmali  Negleds, 
rather  than  from  any  great  Errors  in  material 
Affans.  People  are  too  apt  to  think  lightly  of 
Shillings  and  Pence,  forgetting  that  they  are  the 
conltit.uent  Parts  of  a  Pound,  until  the  Defici¬ 
ency  in  the  greater  Article,  fhew  them  their 
Miftake,  and  convince  them,  by  fatal  Expe¬ 
rience,  of  a  Truth,  which  they  might  have 
learned  from  a  little  Attention,  viz.  that  great 
Sums  are  made  up  of  fmali. 

Exactly  parallel  to  this,  is  that  wrong  No¬ 
tion  which  many  have,  that  nothing  more  is 
due  from  their  Neighbours,  than  what  refults 
from  a  Principle  of  Honefty,  which  commands 
us  to  pay  our  Deb  s,  and  forbids  us  to  do  In¬ 
juries  :  Whereas  a  Thoufand  little  Civilities , 
Complacencies ,  and  Endeavours  to  give  others 
Pleaime,  are  requifite  to  keep  up  the  Relifh  of 
Life,  and  procure  us  that  Affedtion  and  Efteem, 
which  every  Man,  who  has  a  Senfe  or  it,  muft 
defire.  And  in  the  right  Timing,  and  difcreet 
Management  of  thefe  Punctilios ,  confilts  the  El- 
fence  of  what  we  call  Pohtenejs . 

How  many  know  the  general  Rules  of  Art, 
JVhicb  unto  Tablets  human  Form  impart  ? 

i 

How 
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How  many  can  depict  the  rifing  Brow, 

The  Nofe,  the  Mouth ,  and  evry  Feature  fimv  ? 

Can,  in  their  Colours,  imitate  the  Skin, 

And,  by  the  Force  of  Fire,  can  fix  them  in. 

Fet,  when  'tis  done,  unpleafing  to  the  Sight, 

Tbo’  like  the  Picture  /trikes  not  with  Delight  : 

His  ZINK  alone  gives  the  e  name  It' d  Face, 

A  poltfiS d  Sweetne/s,  and  refijllejs  Grace. 

EXAMPLES  have,  generally  fpeaking, 
greater  Force  than  Precepts ;  1  will  therefore 
delineate  the  Characters  of  Honor  ius  and  Gar¬ 
cia,  two  Gentlemen  of  my  Acquaintance,  whofc 
Humours  I  have  perfcCtiy  conftdered,  and  (hall 
reprefent  them  without  the  le aft  Exaggeration. 

HONOR/ CIS  is  a  Pei  ion  equally  diff  in— 
priifhed  by  his  Birth  and  Fortune.  Pie  has,  na~ 
tur ally.  Good  Snffi  and  that  too  hath  been  im¬ 
proved  by  a  regular  Education.  His  Wit  is  lively, 

and  his  Morals  without  a  Stain. - Is  not  this  an 

amiable  Charade!  ?  Yet  Honor  ius  is  not  beloved. 
He  has,  Tome  Way  or  other,  contracted  a  No¬ 
tion,  that  it  is  beneath  a  Man  of  Honour  to  fall 
below  the  Height  of  Truth  in  any  Degree,  or 
any  Occafion  whatfoever.  From  this  Principle, 
he  fpeaks  bluntly  what  he  thinks,  without  re¬ 
garding  the  Company  who  are  by.  Some  Weeks 
ago,  he  read  a  Ledture  on  female  Hypocrify  be¬ 
fore  a  married  Couple,  tho’  the  Lady  was  much 
fufpedted  on  that  Head.  Two  Hours  after,  he 
fell  into  a  warm  Declamation  againft  Simony  and 
Prie/icraft ,  before  two  Dignitaries  of  the 
Church.  And,  from  a  continued  Courfe  of  this 

Sort 
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Sort  of  Behaviour,  hath  rendred  himfelf  dreaded 

Frier!d°nit0f5  °f  bdn§  efteemed  as  a 

'■.KT G-dRCIA,  on  tiie  con*rary,  came  into  the 
P  or;d  under  the  greateft  Difadvantages.  His 
,tb  was  mean,  and  his  Fortune  not  to  be  men¬ 
tioned  :  let,  tho’  he  is  icarce  Forty,  he  has 
acquired  a  handfome  Eftate  in  the  Country, 
and  hvss  on  it  with  more  Reputation,  than  m oft 
of  his  Neighbours.  While  a  Servitor  at  the 
Urnverfity,  He,  by  his  Affiduities,  recommen¬ 
ded  himfelf  to  a  noble  Lord,  and  thereby  pro¬ 
cured  a  Place  of  Fifty  Pounds  a  Year  in  a  publick 
e-  hlis  Behaviour  heie  made  him  as  many 
Friends  as  there  weie  Perlons  belonging  to  that 
Board.  His  Readinefsin  doing  favours  gained 
him  the  Hearts  of  his  Inferiors,  his  Deference 
Jor  thofe  in  the  higheft  Characters  in  the  Office, 
procured  him  their  good  Wiil,  and  the  Compla¬ 
cency  he  exprefsd  towards  his  Equals,  and  thofe 
immediately  above  him,  made  them  efpoule  his 
In  ter  eft  with  almoff  as  much  Warmth  as  they 
flid  their  own.  By  this  management,  in  Ten 
Years  Time  he  rofc  to  the  Poffeffiqn  of  an  Em¬ 
ployment,  which  brought  him  in  a  Thoufand 
Pounds  a  Year  Salary,  and  near  double  as  much 
in  Perquifites.  Affluence  hath  made  no  Alte¬ 
ration  in  his  Manners.  The  fame  Eafinefs  of 
Difpolition  attends  him  in  that  Fortune  to  which 
it  has  railed  him,  and  he  is,  at  this  Day,  the 
Delight  of  all  who  know  him,  from  an  Art  he 
has  ofperfwading  them,  that  their  Pleafures 

and 
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and  their  Interefts  are  equally  dear  to  him  with 
his  own.  Who,  if  it  were  in  his  Power,  would 
refufe  what  Honorius  poflefles  ?  and  who  would 
not  wifh  that  Pofieffion  accompanied  with 
Garcias  Difpofition. 

I  flatter  myielf,  that,  by  this  Time,  mod  of 
my  Readers  have  acquired  a  tolerable  Idea  of 
Politenefs ,  and  a  juft  Notion  of  its  Ufe  in  our 
Paflage  through  Lite :  I  muft,  however,  cau¬ 
tion  them  of  one  Thing,  that,  under  Pretence 
of  Politenefs ,  they  fall  neither  into  a  Contempt 
or  Careleflhefs  of  Science . 

A  Man  may  have  much  Learning  without 
being  a  Pedant :  Nay,  it  is  neceflary  that  he 
fhould  have  a  confiderable  Stock  of  Knowledge , 
before  he  can  be  Polite.  The  Glofs  is  never 
given  till  the  Work  is  finifhed ;  without  it,  the 
befl:  wrought  Piece  looks  clumfy  :  But  Varnifh 
fmeer’d  over  a  rough  Board  is  a  prepofterous 
Daub.  In  a  Word,  that  Rule  of  Horace ,  Mif- 
cere  utile  dulci ,  fo  often  quoted,  can  never  be' 
better  applied,  than  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  where 
neither  of  the  Qualities  can  fubflfl:  without 
the  other. 

With  Drefs ,  for  once ,  the  Rule  of  Life  we'll  place,- 
Cloth  is  plain  Safe ,  and  polijh'd  Breeding  Lace , 
Men  may ,  in  both ,  mijlake  the  true  De/ign, 

Fools  oft  are  tawdry ,  when  they  would  be  fine. 

Hn  equal  Mixture,  both  for  Ufe  and  Show , 

From  giddy\  Fops ,  points  the  accomplifhcd  Beau. 
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HAVING  now  gone  through  the  Pracognit 
01  i  cute  Pudofophy ,  ’tis  requiiite  we  fhouid  de- 

icend  with  greater  Particularity  into  its  feveral 
Branches. 

_  I*  or  tho’  Exachicfs  would  not  be  of  a  Piece 
either  with  the  Nature  or  Intent  of  this  Work! 
yet  lome  Order  is  abfoiutely  neceflary,  becaufs 
nothing  is  more  unpolite  than  to  be  obfcure. 
ooute  i  hilolopners  have,  indeed,  piqued  them- 
lelves  on  a  wy  he  nous  Wav  of  Speaking,  wrappinn- 
their  Maxims  in  fo  tough  a  Coat,  that  the  Ker¬ 
ne!,  when  tound,  feldoin  atoned  for  the  Pains 
of  the  hinder. 


j.  he  pome  Sage  thinks  in  quite  a  different 
Way.  Perspicuity  is  the  Garment  in  which  his 
Conceptions  appear  ;  and  his  Sentiments,  if  they 
a*e  Oi  any  Ute,  carry  tins  additional  Advantage 
witn  them,  tnat  Icarce  any  Labour  is  required 
in  attaining  them.  Graver  Difcourfes,  like  Ga¬ 
lenical  Medicines,  are  often  formidable  in  their 
Figure,  and  naufeous  in  their  Tafte.  Ledures 
from  a  Dodor  in  our  Science,  like  a  chymical 
Extradion,  convey  Knowledge,  as  it  were  by 
Drops,  and  reftore  Sente,  as  the  other  does 
Health,  without  fo  much  as  the  Apparatus  of 
Phyfick. 

Harjh  to  the  Heart ,  and  grating  to  the  Ear 
JVho  can  Reproof  without  Reluctance  hear  ? 

Why  again  ft  Priefs  the  gen'ra]  Hate  fo  ftrong ? 

But  that  they  jhezv  us,  all  we  do  is  wrong. 

Wit  well  apply  d  does  weightier  Wifclom  right, 

And  gives  us  Knowledge,  while  it  gives  Delight. 

Thus  on  the  Stage,  we  with  Applaufe  hehold , 

What  wcu'd  have  tain  d  us  from  the  Pulpit  told. 

IT 
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IT  is  now  Time  to  apply,  what  we  have  al¬ 
ready  advanced,  to  thofe  Points  in  which  they 
may  be  the  moil  ufeful  to  us ;  and  therefore  we 
will  begin  by  confidering  what  Advantage  the 
Pradice  of  them' will  procure,  in  refpedl  to  thole 
three  Things,  which  are  e  flee  me  d  of  the  great- 
eft  Confequence  in  the  general  Opinion  of  the 
World.  This  leads  ine,  in  the  fir  ft  Place,  to 
explain  the  Sentiments  and  Conduct  of  a  Polite 
Philofopher ,  in  Regard  to  Religion .  Iam  not  ig¬ 
norant,  that  there  are  a  Multitude  of 'thofe  who 
pafs  both  on  the  World,  and  on  themfelves,  for 
very  polite  Perfons,  who  look  on  this  as  a  To- 
pick  below  their  Notice.  Religion,  fay  they  with 
a  Sneer,  is  the  Companion  ’  of  melancholy 
Minds ;  but,  for  the  gayer  Part  of  the  World, 
it  is  ill  Manners  to  mention  it  amongft  them. 
Be  it  fo.  But  give  me  leave  to  add,  that  there 
is  no  ranker  Species  or  ill  Breeding,  than  fpeak- 
ing  of  it  farcafticallv,  or  with  Contempt. 

“  RELIGION,  ftridly  fpeaking,  means  that 
Worfhip  which  Men,  from  a  Senfe  of  Duty, 
pay  to  that  'Being ,  unto  whom  they  owe  their 
own  Exiftence,  with  all  thofe  numerous  Bief- 
fings  and  endearing  Benefits  which  attend  it  ' 
Let  a  Man  but  refiedt  on  this  Definition,  and 
it  will  be  impoflible  for  him  not  to  perceive, 
that  treating  this  in  a  ludicrous  Way,  mull  not 
only  be  unpolite,  but  fhocking.  Who,  that  has 
a  Regard  for  a  Man,  would\  not  ftart  at  the 
Thoughts  of  faying  a  bale  Thing  of  his  Father 
before  him  ?  Ana  yet,  what  a  Diftance  is  there 
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between,  trie  Notion  of  a  Father  and  a  Creator -/ 
Smce  tnerefore  no  farther  Arguments  are  necef- 
f'iiy  to  Pyove  the  I  neon  file  cnce  between  Raillery 
and  Religion,  what  can  be  more  cogent  to  a  Po- 

tts  Ajajh  than  thus  {hewing,  that  fuch  Dif- 
courtes  of  his  would  be  mal  a  propos ? 

Thus  much  for  thofe  who  might  be  guilty 
or  Unpohtenefs ,  with  refped  to  Religion  in  ael 
neral.  a  irault  unaccountably  common  in  an  Aye 
hive  tire  prelent,  which  pretends  to  be  fo  Polite. 
.  ^s  t0_  Particular  Religions,  or  rather  Tenets 
m  Religion,  Men  are  generally  yyarm  in  them, 
Rom  one  of  thefe  two  Reafons,  viz.  Tender- 
nets  of  Conscience,  or  a  high  Senfe  of  their 
own  Judgments.  Men  of  plain  Parts,  and  ho~ 
nelt  Dhpoi'itions,  look  on  Salvation  as  too  feri- 
ous  a  Thing  to  be  jetted  with  :  A  polite  Man 
therefore  will  be  cautious  of  offending  upon  that 
•Head,  becaufe  he  knows  it  will  give  the  Perfon, 
to  wnom  he  fpeaks,  Pain ,  a  Thing  ever  oppo- 

to  t^e  Charader  of  a  polifoed  Philofopher. 
Tiie  latter  Kearon  which  I  have  alligned  for 
Mens  Zeal  in  religious  Matters,  may  feem  to 
nave  lefs  Weight  than  the  firtt ;  but  he  who 
conndeis  it  attentively,  will  be  of  another  Opi¬ 
nion.  Mi. n  of  fpeculative  Religion,  who  are  fo 
from  the  Conviction  rather  of  their  Heads  than 
thc-ii  Hearts,  are  not  a  grain  lefs  vehement  than 
real  Devotees.  He  who  fays  a  flight,  or  a  fe- 
vere  'Thing  of  their  Faith,  feems,  to  them,  to 
have  thereby  undervalued  their  Underftandings, 
and  will,  confequently  incur  their  Averfron, 

which 
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which  no  Man  of  common  Senfe  would  hazard 
for  a  lively  Expreffion,  much  iefs  a  Perfon  of 
good  Breeding,  who  should  make  it  his  chief 
Aim  to  be  well  with  all.  As  a  Mark  of  my  own 
Pelitenefs,'  I  will  here  take  leave  of  this  Subject, 
iince,  by  dropping  it,  I  dial!  oblige  the  gay  Part 
of  my  Readers,  as,  I  flatter  myfelf,  I  have  al¬ 
ready  done  the  graver  Part,  from  my  Manner  of 
treating  it. 

Like  fame  grave  Matron  of  a  noble  Line , 

With  awful  Beauty  does  Religion  fine  : 

"juft  Senfe  fould  teach  us  to  revere  the  Dame  j 
Nor,  by  imprudent  je/ls,  to  fpot  her  Fame. 

In  common  Life  you  ll  own  this  Reas’ ning  right. 
That  none  but  Fools  in  grofs  'Abufe  delight: 

Then  ufe  it  loere - nor  think  cur  Caution  vain. 

To  be  polite,  Men  need  not  be  profane. 

NEXT  to  their  Concerns  in  the  other  World’ 
Men  are,  ufuaily,  moft  taken  up  with  the  Con¬ 
cerns  of  the  Publick  here.  The  Love  of  our 
Country  is  among  thofe  Virtues,  to  which  every 
Man  thinks  he  fhould  pretend :  And  the  Way 
in  which  this  is  generally  fhewn,  is  by  falling 
into,  what  we  call,  Parties ;  where,  if  a  large 
Share  of  good  Senfe  allay  not  that  Heat,  which 
is  naturally  contracted  from  fuch  Engagements, 
a  Man  foon  falls  into  all  the  Violences  of  Fac¬ 
tion^  and  looks  upon  every  one  as  his  Enemy, 
who  does  not  exprefs  himfelf  about  the  publick 
Good  in  the  fame  Terms  he  does.  This  is  a 
harfh  Picture,  but  it  is  a  juft  one,  of  the  far 

greater 
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greater  Part  of  thofe  who  are  warm  in  political 
Disputes.  A  Polite  Man  will  therefore  fpeak, 
as  ieldom  as  he  can,  on  Topicks,  where,  in  a 
roixt  Company,  it  is  a  1  mo  ft  impoffiblc  to  fay  any 
1  hing  that  will  pleafe  all. 

To  fay  Truth,  Patriot! fm,  properly  fo  called, 
is,  pei  haps,  as  fca;cc  in  this  Age,  as  in  any  that 
has  gone  before  us.  Men  appear  to  love  them- 
lelves  io  well,  that  it  teems  not  altogether  cre¬ 
dible  they  fhould,  at  every  Turn,  prefer  their 
Country’s  Intereft  to  their  own.  The  Thing 
looks  noble  indeed,  and  therefore,  like  a  be- 
coming  Habit,  every  Body  would  put  it  on.  But 
this  is  Hypocrify,  you’ll  fay,  and  therefore  fhould 
be  detected!  Here  the  P oltte  Philofopher  finds 
new  inducements  to  Caution  :  Sore  Places  are 
always  tender,  and  People  at  a  Mafquerade  are 
in  Pain,  if  you  do  any  thing  which  may  difcover 
their  Faces. 

Our  Philofophy  is  not  intended  to  make  a 
Man  that  Jour  Monitor  who  points  out  Folks 
Faults,  but  to  make  them  in  love  with  their  Vir¬ 
tues,  that  ts,  to  make  himfelf  and  them  eafy 
while  he  is  with  them,  and  to  do,  or  fay  nothing, 
which,  on  Refledtion,  may  make  them  lejs  his 
Friends  at  their  next  Meeting. 

Let,  us  explain  this  a  little  farther.  The 
Rules  we  offer  are  intended  rather  to  guide  Men 
in  Company,  than  when  Alone:  What  we  ad¬ 
vance  aim  not  fo  diredly  to  amend  People’s 
Hearts,  as.  to  regulate  their  Condud  ;  a  Matter 
which  we  have  already  demonftrated  to  be  of  no 

frnail 
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fmall  Importance.  Yet  I  beg  you’ll  obferve, 
that  tho’  Morality  be  not  immediately  our  Sub¬ 
ject,  we  are  far,  however,  from  requiring  any 
thing  in  our  Pupils  contrary  thereto. 

A  Polite  Man  may  be  truly  religious ,  and,  if 
his  Reafon  be  convinced,  attached  to  any  Intereff, 
which  in  his  Opinion  fuits  belt  with  that  of  the 
Publick,  provided  he  conforms  thus  far  to  our  1 
Sy/lem,  that,  on  no  Oceafion,  he  trouble  others 
with  the  Articles  of  his  religious  Creed ,  or  politi¬ 
cal  Engagements  ;  or,  by  any  Stroke  of  Wit  or 
Raillery ,  hazards  for  a  Laugh,  that  Difpotion 
of  Mind,  which  is  absolutely  neceffary  to  make 
Men  eajy  when  together. 

Were  1,  indeed  to  indulge  my  own  Senti- 

O  J  * 

merits,  i  lhould  Ipeak  yet  with  greater  Freedom 
on  thisSubjeft.  Since  there  is  io  vaffc  a  Dispro¬ 
portion,  when  we  come  to  compare  thofe  who 
have  really  either  a  Concern  in  the  Government, 
or  the  Service  of  then  Country  more  particularly 
at  Heart,  and  the  Men  who  pretend  to  either , 
merely  from  a  Defire  of  appearing  of  fome  Con- 
fequence  themfelves,  we  ought,  certainly,  to 
avoid  making  one  of  this  Number,  and  aim,  ra-  N 
ther,  at  being  quiet  within  ourfelves,  and  agree- 
able  to  thole  among  whom  we  live,  let  their  po¬ 
litical  Notions  he  what  they  will  :  Inafmuch  a  3 
tlais  is  a  diredt  Road  to  Happinefs,  which  ill 
Men  profefs  they  would  reach,  if  they  cou  ld, 
Pomponius  Atticus ,  whofe  Character  appears  fo 
amiable,  from  the  concurring  Teftirnonies  of 
all  who  mention  him,  owed  the  greateft  Part  of 

that 
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lii at  Efteem  in  which  he  lived,  and  of  that  Re¬ 
putation  by  which  he  ftill  Survives,  unto  his 
Ready  Adherence  to  this  Rule.  His  Benevolence 
made  him  love  Mankind  in  general,  and  his 
good  uenfe  hindered  him  from  being  tainted 
with  thofe  Party- Prejudices  which  had  bewitch¬ 
ed  his  Friends.  He  did  not  take  up  Arms  for 
Cafar,  nor  did  he  abandon  Italy  when  Pompey 
vyithdiew  with  his  forces,  and  had,  in  outward 
furm,  the  San  Si  ton  of  the  Common  wealth.  Fie 
faw  too  plainly  the  Ambition  of  both  :  Yet  he 
pieferved  his  Complacence  for  his  Friends  in 
each  Party,  without  tiding  with  either.  Succefs 
never  made  them  more  welcome  to  PompGnius , 
nor  could  any  Defeat  lelfen#them  in  his  Efteem. 
When  vidtorious,  he  vilited  them,  without 
fharing  in  their  Power  5  and,  when  vanquished, 
he  received  them,  without  confidering  any  thing 
but  their  Diftrefs.  In  a  few  Words,  he  enter- 
tamed  no  Hopes  from  the  good  Fortune  of  his 
Friends,  nor  Suffered  the  Reverfe  of  it  to  chill 
liis  Breaft;  with  bear.  His  Equanimity  produced 
a  juft:  Efiedl,  and  his  univerfal  Kindnefs  made 
him  univerfally  beloved. 

I  fancy  this  Pidture  of  a  Difpc-fition,  perfectly 
i  ree  from  political  Sourncfs,  will  have  an  agree¬ 
able  Effedt  on  many  of  my  Readers,  and  prevent 
th  dr  falling  into  a  common  Miftake,  that  the  Cir- 
cumftances  of  publick  Affairs,  and  the  Charac¬ 
ters  of  publick  Perfons,  are  the  propereft  To- 
picks  for  general  Converfation  :  Whereas  they 
never  confkler,  that  it  is  hard  to  find  a  Company, 

.  wherein 
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wherein  fome  Body  or  other  hath  not  either  At¬ 
tachment  or  Difrafte,  or  has  received  Injuries  or 
Obligations  from  thofe  who  are  likelieft  to  be 
mentioned  upon  fuch  Occaflons  ;  and  who,  con¬ 
sequently,  will  be  apt  to  put  a  lerious  Conflxuc- 
tion  on  a  flight  txpreffion,  and  remember  after¬ 
wards  in  Earned:,  what  the  Speaker  meant  fo 
much  a  Jeff,  as  never  to  have  thought  of  it 
more.  .  Thefe,  perhaps,  may  pafs,  with  fome, 
lor  trivial  Remarks  ;  but,  with  thofe  who  re¬ 
gard  their  own  Eafe,  and  have  at  all  obferved 
what  conduces  to  make  Men  diiagreeable  to  one 

another,  I  flatter  myfeli,  thev  will  have  more 
Weight.  ' 

Behaviour  is  like  Architecture,  the  Sym¬ 
metry  of  the  whole  pleafes  us  fo  much,  that  we 
but  feldom  examine  its  Parts,  which  if  we  did, 
we  fhould  find  much  Nicety  required  in  form- 
ing  fuch  a  StuCture  ;  tho’  to  Perfons  of  no  Tafle, 
ti.v.  Rules  of  eitner  Art  would  feem  to  have 
very  little  Connection  with  tlieir  EfFeCls. 


That  true  P  olitenefs  we  can  only  call , 

Which  looks  like  Jones 's  *  Fabrick  at  Whitehall  : 
Where  juft  Proportion  we  with  P leaf ure  fee , 

Tao^  built  by  Rule,  yet  from  all  Stiffnefs  free . 

Tho  grand \  full  plain ,  magnificent ,  not  fincy 
The  Ornaments  adorning  the  Dc/ign. 

P  Jills  the  Mind  with  rational  Delight , 

And  pleafes  on  Rcfle  Elion,  as  at  Sight . 


A F  I E R  t h e fe  A d m oni ti o n s ,  as  to  Religion 
a^d  tch ticks,  tis  very  fit  we  obferve  another 
Jfopick  of  modern  Ditcourfe,  of  which 
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hard  to  fay,  Whether  it  be  more  common  or 
more  contrary  to  true  Politenefs.  What  I  mean, 
is  the  reflecting  on  Mens  Profeffions,  and  playing 
oft  thofe  general  Afperfions  which  have  been 
ftxt  on  them  by  a  Sort  oF  Ill-nature  hereditary 
to  the  World  :  And  with  this ,  as  the  third 
Point  which  I  promifed  to  confider,  {hall  be  {hut 
up  the  more  ferious  Part  of  this  Effay. 

In  order  to  have  a  proper  Idea  of  this  Point , 
we  muft,  fir  ft  of  all,  confider,  that  the  chief 
Caufe,  both  of  Love  and  Hatred,  is  Cuftoni. 
When  Men,  from  a  long  Habit,  have  acquired 
a  Facility  of  thinking  clearly,  and  fpeaking  well 
in  any  Science,  they,  naturally,  like  that  better 
tnan  any  other  ;  and  this  Liking,  in  a  fhort 
Time,  grows  up  to  a  warmer  AfFe&ion,  whicli 
renders  them  impatient  whenever  their  darling 
Science  is  decried  in  their  Hearing.  K  polite  Man 
will  have  a  Care  of  ridiculing  Phyfick  before  one 
of  the  Faculty ,  talking  difrefpedlfully  of  Law¬ 
yers  while  Gentlemen  of  the  Long-robe  are  by, 
or  fpeaking  contemptibly  of  the  Clergy  when 
with  any  of  that  Order. 

Some  Criticks  may,  poffibly,  objedt,  that  thefe 
are  Soleci/ms  of  too  grofs  a  Nature,  for  Men  of 
tolerable  Scnfe  or  Education  to  be  guilty  of:  But 
I  appeal  to  thofe  who  are  moft  converfant  in  the 
W  orld,  whether  this  Fault,  glaring  as  it  is,  be 
not  committed  every  Day. 

The  drifted:  Intimacy  can  never  warrant 
Freedoms  of  this  Sort,  and  it  is,  indeed,  pre- 
poderous  to  think  it  fhould,  unlefs  we  can  fup~ 

pofe 
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pofe  Injuries  are  lefs  Evils,  when  they  are  done 
us  by  Friends,  than  when  they  come  from  other 
Hands.. 

Excefs  ofl  Wit  may  oftentimes  beguile : 

Jefs  are  not  always  pardon'd by  a  Smile , 

Men  may  difguife  their  Malice  at  the  Heart , 

Arid  feem  at  Eafle - tho'  feeling  inward  Smart . 

Mijlaken  we - think  all  fuch  Wounds ,  of  Courfe , 

Reflection  cures - Alas  !  it  makes  them  worfe  ; 

Like  Scratches  they  with  double  Anguijl)  feize. 

Rankle  with  Time ,  and  fefler  by  Degrees . 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  fpeak  of  Raillery  in 
general.  InveSlive  is  a  Weapon  worn  as  com¬ 
monly  as  a  Sword,  and,  like  that,  is  often  in  the 
Hands  of  thofe  who  know  not  how  to  ufe  it. 
Men  of  true  Courage  fight  but  feldom,  and  ne¬ 
ver  draw  but  in  their  own  Defence.  Bullies  are 
continually  fquabbling,  and,  from  the  Ferocity 
of  their  Behaviour,  become  the  Terror  ot  lome 
Companies,  and  the  Jed  of  more.  This  is  juft 
the  Cafe  with  fuch  as  have  a  Livelinefs  ot 
Thought,  diredted  by  a  Propensity  to  ill  Nature  : 
Indulging  themfelves  at  the  Expence  ot  others, 
they,  by  Degrees  incur  the  Didike  ot  all.  Meek 
Tempers  abhor,  Men  of  cool  Difpofition  dit pile, 
and  thofe  addi&ed  to  Choler  chaftife  them-  Thus 
a  Licentioufnefs  of  ‘ Tongue ,  like  a  Spirit  of  Pa- 
pine,  lets  one  Man  againft  all  ;  and  the  Defence 
of  Reputation,  as  well  as  Property,  puts  the  hu¬ 
man  Species  on  regarding  a  malevolent  Babier 
with  a  worfe  Eye  than  a  common  Thief,  be- 
caufe  Fame  is  a  Kind  of  Goods,  which,  when 

..  D  once 
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once  taken  away,  can  hardly  be  reftored.  Such 
is  the  Effigies  of  this  human  Serpent :  And  who, 
when  he  has  confidered  it,  would  be  thought 
to  have  fat  for  this  Piece  ? 

It  is  a  Thoufand  to  One  my  Book  feels  the 
Refentment  of  Draco ,  from  his  feeing  his  own 
Likenefs  in  this  Glafs. 

A  good  tamily,  but  no  Fortune,  threw  Draco 
into  the  Army  when  he  was  very  young.  Dan¬ 
cings  Fencings  and  a  Smattering  of  French,  are 
all  the  Education  either  his  Friends  bellowed, 
or  his  Capicity  would  allow  him  to  receive.  He 
lias  been  now  two  Years  in  Town,  and  from 
Swearings  Drinking ,  and  Debauching  Country 
W enches,  (the  general  Rout  of  a  military  Rake) 
the  Air  of  St.  "James  s  has  given  his  Vices  a  new 
Turn.  By  Dint  of  an  embroider’d  Coat,  he 
thrufls  himfelf  into  the  Beau  Coffee-houfes, 
where  a  dauntlefs  Effrontry  and  a  natural  Volu¬ 
bility  of  Tongue,  confpire  to  make  him  pafs 
for  a  Fellow  of  Wit  and  Spirit. 

A  baflard  Ambition  makes  him  envy  eyery 
great  Character  ;  and  as  he  has  juft  Senfe  enough 
to  know,  that  his  Qualifications  will  never  re¬ 
commend  him  to  the  Efteem  of  Men  of  Senfe,  or 
the  Favour  of  Women  of  Virtue,  he  has  thence 
contracted  an  Antipathy  to  both  ;  and,  by  giv¬ 
ing  a  boundlefs  Loofe  to  univerfal  Malice,  makes 
continual  War  againft  Honour  and  Refutation , 
wherever  he  finds  them. 

HE  C  AT  I L  L  A  is  a  female  Firebrand, 
more  dangerous,  and  more  artfully  vindiB'me 

than 
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than  Draco  himfelf.  Birth,  Wit,  and  Fortune 
combine  to  render  her  confpicuous,  while  a 
fplenetick  Envy  fours  her  otherwife  amiable 
Qualities,  and  makes  her  dreaded  as  a  Poifon 
doubly  dangerous,  grateful  to  the  1  afte,  yet 
mortal  in  Effcdt.  All  who  fee  Hecatilla  at  a 
Vifit,  where  the  Brilliancy  of  her  W  it  heightens 
the  Luftre  of  her  Charms,  are,  imperceptibly, 
deluded  into  a  Concurrence  with  her  in  Opini¬ 
on,  and  fufpedt  not  Diffimulation  under  the  Air 
of  Franknefs,  or  a  ftudied  Defign  of  doing 
Mifchief  couched  in  a  feemingly  cafual  Stroke 
of  Wit.  The  moil  facred  Character,  the  moft 
exalted  Station,  the  faireft  Reputation,  defend 
not  againft  the  infectious  Blaft  of  fprightly 
Raillery;  borne  on  the  Wings  ot  Wit ,  and 
fupported  by  a  Blaze  of  Beauty,  the  fiery  Va¬ 
pour  withers  the  fweeteft  Bloffoms,  and  com¬ 
municates  to  all  who  hear  her,  an  involuntary 
Diflike  to  thofe  at  whofe  Merit  Are  points  her 
Satyr. 

At  Ev'ning  thus  the  unfufpefiing  Swain 
Returning  homewards  o'er  a  marjhy  Plain , 

Pleas'd ,  at  a  Diflance ,  fees  the  lambent  Light , 

And)  hajly ,  follows  the  mifehievous  Sprite, 

Through  Brakes  and  Puddle 5,  over  Hedge  and  Style , 
Ramble S)  mif guided ,  many  a  weary  Mile . 

Confus'd ,  and  wond'ring  at  the  Space  he' as  gone , 

Doubts ,  then  believes ,  and  hurries  fafler  on  : 

The  Cheat  detected,  when  the  V apour's  fpent , 

Scarce  he's  convinc'd ,  and  hardly  can  repent . 

NEXT  to  thefe  Cautions  with  refpeCt  to 
Raillery,  which,  if  we  examine  firi&ly,  we 

D  2  fhall 


24  The  Polite  Philo/opher . 

fhrtll  find  no  better  than  a  well-brqd  Phrafe  ibr 
fpe'aking  ill  of  Folks,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
warn  our  Readers  of  a  certain  Vehemence  in  Dif- 
courfe  exceeding  (hocking  to  others,  at  the  fame 
Time  tnat  it  not  a  little  exhaufts  themfelvcs. 

If  we  trace  this  Error  to  its  Source,  we  fhall 
find  that  the  Spring  of  it  is  an  Impatience  at 
finding  others  differ  from  us  in  Opinion  :  And 
can  there  be  any  Thing  more  unreafonable,  than 
to  blame  that  Difpofition  in  them,  which  we 
cherifh  in  ourfelves  ? 

If  Submiflion  be  a  Thing  fo  difagreeable  to 
us,  why  fhould  we  expedt  it  from  them  ?  Truth 
only  can  juflify  Tenacioufnefs  in  Opinion.  Let 
us  calmly  lay  down  what  convinces  us,  and,  if 
it  is  reafonabie,  it  will  hardly  fail  of  perfwading 
thofe  to  whom  we  lpeak.  Heat  begets  Heat, 
an  d  the  Clashing  of  Opinions  feldom  fails  to 
firike  out  the  Fire  of  Diflenfioh. 

As  this  is  a  Foible  more  efpecially  incident  to 
the  fair  Sex,  I  think  it  will  be  highly  neceffary 
to  ofier  another,  and  perhaps,  a  more  cogent 
Argument  to  their  Confederation.  PaJJion  is  a 
prodigious  Enemy  to  Beauty,  it  ruffles  the  fweet- 
eft  Features,  difeoiours  the  fined:  Complexion, 
and,  in  a  Word,  gives  the  Air  of  a  Fury  to  the 
Face  of  an  Angel.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  lay 
Reftraints  upon  the  Ladies,  but  in  difluading 
them  from  this  .Method  of  enforcing  their  Sen¬ 
timents,  I  put  them  upon  an  eafier  Way  of  ef¬ 
fecting  what  they  defire  ;  for  what  Can  be  de¬ 
nied  to  Beauty,  when  fpeaking  with  an  Air  of 

Satisfaction  ? 
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Satisfaction  ?  Complacence  does  all  that  Vehe¬ 
mence  would  extort,  as  Anger  can  alone  abate 
the  Influence  of  their  Charms. 

Serene  and  mild  we  view  the  Evening  Air , 

The  pleafing  Picture  of  the  failing  Fairy 
A  Tboufand  Charms  our  fev  ral  Senfes  meet , 

Cooling  the  Breeze ,  with  fragrant  Odours  fweet ♦ 

But  fudden  if  the  fable  Clouds  deform 
The  azure  Sky,  and  threat  the  'coming  Storm , 

Hafiy  we  fee - ere  yet  the  Thunders  roar , 

And  dread  what  we  fo  much  admir'd  before. 

TO  Vehemence  in  Difeourfe,  let  me  join  Re¬ 
dundancy  in  it  alfo,  a  Fault  flowing  rather  from 
Garelejfnefs  than  Jdefign,  and  which  is  more  dan¬ 
gerous ,  from  its  being  more  neglected.  Pajjion, 
as  I  have  hinted,  excites  Oppofition  ;  and  that 
very  Oppofition,  to  a  Man  of  tolerable  Senfe, 
%wili  be  the  ftrongeft  Reproof  for  his  Inadver¬ 
tency  *•  Whereas  a  Perfon  of  a  loquacious  Dif~ 
pofition,  may  often  efcape  open  Ccnfure  from  the 
Refpedl  due  to  his  Quality,  or  from  an  Appre- 
henfion  in  thofe  with  whom  he  converfes,  that 
a  Check  would  but  increafe  the  Evil,  and,  like 
curbing  a  hard-mouth’d  Horfe,  ferve  only  to 
make  him  run  the  fader ;  from  whence  the 
Perfon  in  Fault  is  often  rivetted  in  his  Error,  by 
miftaking  afilent  Contempt  for  profound  Atten¬ 
tion. 

Perhaps  this  fhort  Defcription  may  fet  many 
of  my  Readers  right,  which,  whatever  they 
may  think  of  it,  I  aflure  them  is  of  no  final! 
Importance.  Ccnverj'afion  is  a  Sort  of  Bank,  in 

which 
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which  all  who  compofe  it  have  their  refpedtive 
Shares.  The  Man  therefore  who  attempts  to 
engrofs  it,  trefpaffes  upon  the  Rights  of  his 
Companions ;  and  whether  they  think  fit  to  tell 
him  lo,  or  no,  will  of  Confequence,  be  regard¬ 
ed  as  no  fair  Dealer .  Notwithftanding  I  con- 
fider  Converfation  in  this  Light,  I  think  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  obferve,  that  it  differs  from  other  Co¬ 
partnerships  in  one  very  material  Point,  which 
is  this,  th&t  it  is  worle  taken  if  a  Man  pays  in 
more  than  his  Proportion,  than  if  he  had  not 
contributed  his  full  ^ uota ,  provided  he  be  not 
too  far  deficient :  For  the  preventing  of  which, 
let  us  have  Horace  s  Caution  continually  in  our 
Eye. 


The  Indifcreet  with  blind  Averjion  run 
Into  one  Faulty  when  they  another  flwn. 


IT  is  the  particular  Privilege  of  the  Fair , 
that,  fpeaking  or  lilent,  they  never  offend. 
Who  can  be  weary  of  hearing  the  fofteft  Har¬ 
mony  ?  Or  who,  without  Pleafure,  can  behold 
Beauty ,  when  his  Attention  is  not  diverted  from 
lier  Charms  by  liftening  to  her  Words  ?  I  would 
have  ffopt  here,  but  that  my  Deference  for  the 
Ladies  obliges  me  to  take  Notice,  that  fome  of 
their  own  Sex,  when  pad;  the  Noon  of  Life,  or 
in  their  Wane  of  Power,  from  fome  other  Rea- 
fon,  are  apt  to  place  an  Inclination  of  obliging 
their  Plearers  amongft  thofe  Topicks  of  Detrac¬ 
tion,  by  which  they  would  reduce  the  Luff  re  of 
thofe  Stars  that  now  gild  the  Hemifphere, 
where  once  they  fhone.  From 
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From  this  Caufe  only,  I  would  advife  the 
Reigning  Foajls ,  by  an  Equality  of  Behaviour, 
to  avoid  the  Cenfure  of  thefe  ill-natur’d  Tatlers. 

Such  haplefs  Fate  attends  the  Young  and  Fair , 

Expos'd  to  open  Force ,  and  fecret  Snare  : 

Purftdd  by  Men ,  warm  with  dejirudlive  Fire , 

Againft  their  Peace,  while  Female  Frauds  confpire . 
Efcap'd  from  thofe ,  in  vain  they  hope  for  Reft  : 

What  Fame's  fecure  from  an  invidious  fejl  ? 

By  fight  the  Deer,  no  more  of  Dogs  afraid , 

Falls  by  a  Shot  from  fome  dark  Covert  ?nade  : 

So  envious  Tongues  their  foul  Intentions  hide , 

Wound ,  tho ’  unfeeny  and  kill  ere  they're  defer y'd. 

O  F  all  the  Follies  which  Men  are  apt  to  fall 
into,  to  the  Dijlurbance  of  others,  and  leffening 
of  themfelves,  there  is  none  more  intolerable 
than  continual  Egotifms ,  and  a  perpetual  Incli¬ 
nation  to  Self-Panegyrick.  The  mention  of  this 
Weaknefs  is  fufficient  to  expofe  it,  lince,  I  think, 
no  Man  was  ever  poffefs’d  of  fo  warm  an  Af¬ 
fection  for  his  own  Perfon,  as  delibreately  to  af- 
fert,  that  it,  and  its  Concerns,  are  proper  To- 
picks  to  entertain  Company.  Yet  there  are  many 
who,  through  want  of  Attention,  fall  into  this 
Vein,  as  foon  as  the  Converfation  begins  to  ac¬ 
quire  Life  :  They  lay  hold  of  every  Opportu¬ 
nity  of  introducing  themfelves,  de [bribing  them¬ 
felves,  and,  if  People  are  fo  dull  as  not  to  take 
the  Hint,  of  commending  themfelves :  Nay,  what 
3S  more  furprizing  than  all  this,  they  are  amaz’d 
at  the  Coldnefsof  their  Auditors,  forgetting  that 
the  fame  Paffion  infpires  almoft  every  Body,  and 
that  there  js  fcarce  a  Man  in  the  Room  who  has 

not 
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not  a  better  Opinion  of  hiwfelf]  than  of  any 
Body  eife. 

Disquisitions  of  this  Sort  into  human  Nature 
belong  properly  unto  Sages  in  Polite  Philojophy  ; 
for  the  firft  Principle  of  true  Politenefs  is,  not 
to  offend  againft  fuch  Difpofitions  of  the  Mind, 
as  are  almoft  infeparable  from  our  Species.  To 
find  out,  and  methodize  thefe,  requires  no  fmall 
Labour  and  Application.  The  Fruits  of  my  Re¬ 
searches  on  this  Subjedt  I  communicate  freely  to 
the  Publick ;  but  muft,  at  the  fame  Time 
exhort  my  Readers  to  l'pare,  now  and  then,  a 
few  Minutes  to  fuch  Refiedtions,  which  will,  at 
leaft,  be  attended  with  this  good  Confequence, 
that  it  will  open  a  Scene  which  hath  Novelty, 
that  powerful  Charm,  to  recommend  it, 

But  I  muft  beware  of  growing  ferious  again, 
I’m  afraid  my  Gravity  may  have  difobliged  fome 
of  the  Beau-monde  already. 

He  ivbo  intends  t*  advife  the  Young  and  Gay , 

Muft  quit  the  common  Road - the  formal  Way 

JVhich  Hum  drum  Pedants  take  to  make  Folks  wife^ 

By  prat  fin g  Virtue ,  and  decrying  Vice . 

Let  Parfons  tell  what  dreadful  Ills  will  fall 
On  fuch  as  I'jlen  when  their  Pafions  call , 
iVe  from  fuch  Firings  our  Pupils  to  affright 
Say  not  they’re  Sins,  hut  that  they  re  Unpolitc. 

*T o  Jhew  their  Courage ,  Beaus  would  often  dare , 

By  blackejl  Crimes  to  brave  old  Lucifer, 

But  who ,  of  Breeding  nice ,  of  Carriage  civif 
Woud  trefpafs  on  good  Manners  for  the  Devil , 

Or ,  merely  to  difplay  his  Want  of  Fear , 

Be  damn  d  hereafter,  to  be  Jqugb'd  at  here. 

It  cannot  be  expedted  from  me,  that  I  fhould 

particularly 
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particularly  criticize  all  thofe  Foibles ,  through 
which  Men  are  offenfive  to  others  in  their  Be¬ 
haviour  :  Perhaps  too,  a  Detail  of  this  kind, 
however  exadl,  might  be  thought  tedious,  it  may 
be  conftrued  into  a  Breach  of  thofe  Rules,  for  a 
ftrict  Obfervation  of  which  I  contend.  In  order 
therefore  to  diverjify  a  Subject,  which  can  no 
other  Way  be  agreeably  treated,  permit  me  to 
throw  together  a  Set  of  Charaders  I  once  had 
the  Opportunity  of  feeing,  which  will  afford  a 
juft  Pidure  of  thofe  Marplots  in  Convention, 
and  which  my  Readers,  if  they  pleafe,  may  call 
the  Assembly  of  Impertinents. 

There  was  a  CofFee-houfe  in  that  End  of  the 
Town  where  I  lodged  fome  Time  ago,  at  which 
feveral  Gentlemen  ufed  to  meet  of  an  Evening, 
who,  from  a  happy  Correfpondence  in  their 
HumoOrs  and  Capacities,  entertain’d  each  other 
agreeably  from  the  Clofe  of  the  Afternoon,  till 
it  was  Time  to  go  to  Bed. 

About  Six  Months  this  Society  fubfifted  with 
great  Regularity >  tho’  without  any  Reftraint  : 
Every  Gentleman  who  frequented  the  Houfe, 
and  had  converfed  with  the  EreSIors  of  this 
occafional  Club,  were  invited  to  pafs'an  Evening, 
when  they  thought  fit,  in  a  Room  one  Pair  of 
Stairs*  fet  apart  for  that  Purpofe. 

The  Report  of  this  Meeting  drew  one  Night, 
when  I  had  the  Honour  of  being  there,  Three 
Gentlemen  of  Diftindion,  who  were  fo  well 
.known  to  moft  of  the  Members,  that  Admittance 
could  not  be  refufed  them.  One  of  them,  whom 
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I  chufe  to  call  Major  Ramble,  turn’d  of  Three- 
fcore,  and  who  had  an  excellent  Education, 
feiz’d  the  Difcourfe  about  an  Hour  before  Sup¬ 
per,  and  gave  us  a  very  copious  Account  of  the 
Remarks  he  had  made  in  three  Years  Travels 
through  Italy.  He  began  with  a  geographical 
Defcription  of  the  Dominions  of  his  Sardinian 
Majefty,  as  Duke  of  Savoy  ;  and,  after  a  Digref- 
iion  on  the  Fortifications  of  Turin,  in  fpeaking 
of  which  he  {hewed  himfelf  a  perfedt  Engineer, 
he  proceeded  to  the  fecret  Hiftory  of  the  In¬ 
trigues  of  that  Court,  from  the  Propofal  of  the 
Match  with  Portugal,  to  the  Abdication  of  King 
Vi  Bor  Amadeus.  After  this  he  run  over  the 
general  Hiftory  of  Milan,  Parma,  and  Modena, 
dwelt  half  an  Hour  on  the  Adventures  of 
the  laft  Duke  of  Mantua,  gave  us  a  hafty 
Sketch  of  the  Court  of  Rome,  transferr’d  himfelf 
from  thence  to  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  repeated 
the  Infurredtion  of  Majfaniello,  and  at  a  Quarter 
before  Ten,  finished  his  Obfervations  with  the 
Recital  of  what  happened  at  the  Redudtion  of 
that  Kingdom  to  the  Obedience  of  the  late  Em¬ 
peror.  What  contributed  to  make  thisCondudt 
of  his  the  more  out  of  Way,  was,  that  every 
Gentleman  in  the  Room  had  been  in  Italy  as 
well  as  he  ;  and  one  of  them,  who  was  a  Mer¬ 
chant,  was  the  very  Perfon,  at  whofe  Ploufe  the 
Maj  or  refided  when  at  Naples.  Poflibly,  he 
might  imagine  the  Knowledge  they  had  in  thofe 
Things  might  give  them  a  greater  Reliftt  for  his 
Animadverfions ;  or,  to  fpeak  mor t  candidly,  the 
Defire  of  difplaying  his  own  Parts,  buried  every 
other  Circumftance  in  Oblivion.  Just 
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%  Just  as  the  Major  had  done  fpeaking,  a  Gen- 
tleman  called  for  a  Glafs  of  Water,  and  happen’d 
to  fay,  after  drinking  it,  that  he  found  his  Con- 
ftitution  much  mended,  lince  he  had  left  off 
Malt-Liquor  ;  Dodor  HcSlic ,  another  of  the 
Strangers ,  immediately  laid  hold  of  this  Oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  gave  us  a  large  Account  of  the  Vir¬ 
tues  of  Water,  confirming  whatever  he  advanced 
from  the  Works  of  the  mod:  eminent  Phyficians. 
From  the  main  Subjed,  he  made  an  eafy  Tran- 
fition  to  medicinal  Baths  and  Springs ;  nor  were 
his  Searches  bound  by  our  own  Country,  he 
condefcended  to  acquaint  us  with  the  Properties 
of  the  Springs  of  Bourbon ,  particulariz’d  the 
genuine  Smell  of  Spa  Water,  applauded  the 
wonderful  Effeds  of  the  Pyrmont  Mineral ,  and, 
like  a  true  Patriot,  wound  up  his  Difquifitions 
with  preferring  Aftrop  Wells  (within  three  Miles 
of  which  he  was  born)  to  them  all.  It  was  now 
turned  of  Eleven,  when  the  Major  and  Dottor 
took  their  Leaves,  and  went  away  together  in  a 
Uackney-coach. 

The  Company  feem’d  inclinable  to  extend 
their  ufual  Time  of  fitting  in  order  to  divert 
themfelves  after  thp  Night’s  Fatigue:  When 
Mr.  Papiliq,  the  third  new  Comer,  made  two 
or  three  fcvereRefledions  on  the  Oddity  of  forne 
People’s  Humours,  who  were  for  impofing  their 
own  idle  Conceits,  as  Things  worthy  the  Attend 
tion  of  a  whole  Company  ;  tho’,  at  the  fame 
Time,  their  Subjeds  were  thrivial ,  and  their 
Manner  of  treating  them  inf.pt  d.  For  my  Part, 
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continued  he,  Gentlemen,  mod  People  do  me 
the  Honour  to  fay,  that  few  Perfons  underftand 
Medals  better  than  I  do.  To  put  the  muftv 
Stories  of  thefe  queer  oldIMen  out  of  our  Heads, 
I’ll  give  you  the  Hiftory  of  a  valuable  Medallion, 
which  was  lent  me,  about  three  Weeks  ago, 
fiom  Venice.  Without  flaying  for  any  farther 
Mark  of  Approbation  than  Silence,  he  enter’d 
immediately  on  a  long  Differtation  ;  in  which 
iie  had  fcarce  proceeded  ten  Minutes,  before  hi$ 
Auditors,  lofing  all  Patience,  followed  the 
Example  of  an  old  Purkey  Merchant,  who,  tak-r 
ing  up  his  Hat  and  Gloves,  went  diredlly  down 
Stairs,  without  faying  a  Word. 

Animadversions  on  what  I  have  related, 
would  but  trefpafs  upon  the  Patience  of  my 
Readers  ;  and  therefore,  in  the  Place  of  them, 
let  me  offer  a  few  Remarks  in  Verfe,  where  my 
Genius  may  be  more  at  Liberty,  and  Vivacity 
attone  for  Want  of  Method.  ' 

Who  would  not  choofe  to  Jhun  the  geriral  Scorn , 

And  fly  Contempt ,  — —  a  Thing  fo  hardly  born  ? 

T his  to  avoid - let  not  your  Tales  be  long  : 

The  endlefs  Speaker's  ever  in  the  Wrongs 
And  all  abhor  Intemperance  of  Tongue. 

Too '  ivith  a  Fluency  cf  eafy  Sounds , 

Your  copious  Speech  with  every  Grace  abounds  : 

Tho '  Wit  adorn ,  and  Judgment  give  it  Weighty 
Difcretion  mufl  your  Vanity  abate , 

Ere  your  tir'd  Hearers  put  Impatience  on , 

And  wonder  when  the  Larum  will  be  down . 

Nor  think ,  by  Arty  Attention  can  be  wrought , 

A  Flux  of  Words  will  ever  be  a  Fault . 

Things  without  Limit  we ,  by  Nature ,  blarney 
And  foon  are  cloy'd  with  Pie  a  fur  Cy  if  the  fame. 

HITHERTO 
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HITHERTO  we  have  dwelt  only  on  the 
Blemifhes  of  Converfation,  in  order  to  prevent 
our  Readers  committing  fuch  Offences,  as  abfo- 
lutely  deftroy  all  Pretences  to  Politenefs  But 
as  a  Man  cannot  be  faid  to  difcharae  the  Duty 
he  owes  tq  Society,  who  contents  himfelf  with 
barely  doing  nothing  amifs ;  fo  Ledtures  on 
Polite  Pholofophy ,  after  removing  thofe  Obftacles, 
may  reajbnably  be  expedled  to  point  out  the 
Method  by  which  true  Politenefs  may  be  obtain¬ 
ed.  But,  alas!  that  is  not  to  be  done  byWords. 
Rocks  and  Tempefts  are  eafily  painted,  but  the 
Rays  of  Phcebus  defy  the  Pencil. 

Methinks  I  fee  my  Auditors  in  furprize. 
What,  fay  they,  have  we  attended  fo  long  in 
vain  ?  Have  we  liftened  to  no  Purpofe  ?  Muff 
we  content  ourfelves  with  knowing  how  neceffary 
a  Thing  Politenefs  is,  without  being  told  how  to 
acquire  it  ?  Why,  really,  Gentlemen,  it  is  juft 
fo.  I  have  done  all  for  vou  that  is  in  my  Power, 
I  have  fhewn  you  what  you  are  not  to  be  :  In  a 
Word,  I  have  explained  Politenefs  negatively : 
If  you  would  know  it  pofitively,  you  rauft  feek 
it  from  Company  and  Obfervation.  However, 
to  fhew  my  own  good  Breeding,  I  will  be  your 
humble  Servant,  as  far  as  I  can,  that  is ,  I’ll  open 
the  Door,  and  introduce  you,  leaving  you  then  at 
the  Angle  Point,  where  I  can  be  of  no  farther 
Ufe,  id  eft.  Application. 

The  World  is  a  great  School,  wherein  Men 
are  firft  to  learn,  and  then  to  praftife.  As  Fun¬ 
damentals  in  all  Sciences  ought  to  be  well  un- 

derftood 
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tierftood,  fo  a  Man  cannot  be  too  attentive  at  his 
firft  becoming  acquainted  with  the  Publick :  For 
Experience  is  a  neceftary  Qualification  in  every 
diftinguifhed  Character,  and  is  as  much  required 
in  a  fit)e  Gentleman,  as  in  a  Statefman.  Yet  it 
is  to  be  remark’d,  that  Experience  is  much 
fooner  acquired  by  fome,  than  by  others  :  For 
it  does  not  confift  fo  much  in  a  general  Remem¬ 
brance  of  whatever  has  happened,  as  in  a  regular 
Retention  of  what  may  be  uffcful.  As  a  Man  is 
properly  ftiled  Learned,  from  his  making  a  juft 
Ufe  of  Reading,  and  not  from  his  having  perufed 
a  Multitude  of  Books. 

As  foon  as  we  have  gained  Knowledge,  we 
fhall  find  the  beft  Way  to  improve  it  will  be 
Excrcife ,  in  which  two  Things  are  carefully  to  be 
avoided,  Pojitivenefs  and  Affectation  :  If  to  our 
Care  in  fhunning  thefe,  we  add  a  Defire  of 
obliging  thofe  with  whom  we  converfe,  there 
is  little  Danger,  but  that  we  become  all  we 
wifh  i  and  Politenefs ,  by  an  imperceptible  Gra¬ 
dation,  will  enter  into  our  minuteft  Actions, 
and  give  a  Luftre  to  every  Thing  we  do. 

Near  to  the  wide  extended  Goafs  of  Spain, 

Some  JJlands  triumph  o'er  the  raging  Mainy 

Where  dwelt  of  old - as  tuneful  Poets  fayy 

S  lingers  y  who  bore  from  all  the  Prize  away . 

While  Infants  yet - their  feeble  Nerves  they  try' dy 

Nor  needful  Foody  till  won  by  Arty  fupplyd. 

Fix'd  was  the  Mark - •  the  Young  jlery  oft  in  vain , 

Whirl'd  the  mi f guided  Stone  with  fruitless  Pain  : 

Filly  by  long  Pratticey  to  Perfection  brought .  \ 

With  eafy  Slight  their  former  Tajk  they  wrought. 

Swift  from  their  Arm  th'unerring  Pebble  fewy 
Andy  high  in  Air ,  the  fiutt' ring  Victim  few. 

So  in  each  Art  Men  rife  but  by  Degrees , 
fnd  Days  of  Labour  lead  to  Years  of  Eafe. 
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THE  Duke  de  Rochefoucaut ,  who  was  ef- 
teemed  the  moft  brillant  Wit  in  France,  fpeak- 
ing  of  Politenefs,  fays,  That  a  Citizen  will  hard¬ 
ly  acquire  it  at  Court,  and  yet  may  eafily  attain 
it  in  the  Camp.  I  fhall  not  enter  into  the  Rea- 
fon  of  this,  but  offer  my  Readers  a  Jhorter, plea- 
fanter,  and  more  effectual  Method  of  arriving  at 
the  Summit  of  genteel  Behaviour,  that  is,  By 
converling  with  the  Ladies. 

Those  who  aim  at  Panegyrick,  are  wont  to 
affemble  aThtong  of  glittering  Ideas,  and  then, 
with  great  ExaCtnefs,  cloath  them  with  all  the 
Elegance  of  Language,  in  order  to  their  mak¬ 
ing  the  moft  magnificent  Figure,  when  they 
come  abroad  in  the  World.  So  copious  a  Sub¬ 
ject  as  the  PraifeS  of  the  Fair  may,  in  the  Opinion 
of  my  Readers,  lay  me  under  great  Difficulties 
in  this  RefpeCt.  Every  Man  of  good  Under- 
ftanding,  and  fine  Senfe,  is  in  Pain  for  one  who 
has  undertaken  fo  hard  a  Talk  :  Hard,  indeed, 
to  me,  who,  from  many  Years  Study  of  the 
Sex,  have  difcovered  fo  many  Perfections  in 
them,  as  fcarce  as  many  more  Years  would  af¬ 
ford  me  Time  to  exprefs.  However,  not  to  dis¬ 
appoint  my  Readers,  or  myfelf,  by  foregoing  that 
Pleafure  I  feel  in  doing  Juftice  to  the  moft  ami¬ 
able  Part  of  the  Creation,  1  will  indulge  the  na¬ 
tural  Propenfity  I  have  to  their  Service,  and  paint, 
tho  it  be  but  in  Miniature,  the  Excellencies  they 
poffefs,  and  the  Accompli'fhrnents  which,  by  Re¬ 
flection,  they  beftow. 
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As  when  fane  Poet ,  happy  in  his  Choice 

Of  an  important  Subject - •  tunes  his  Voice 

To  fweeier  Sounds  and  more  exalted  Strains , 

Which  fro?n  a  Jlrohg  Reflection  he  attains . 

As  Homer,  while  his  Heroes  he  records , 

Transflufes  all  their  Fire  into  his  Words  : 

So  we ,  intent  the  charming  Sex  to  pleafle , 

Aft  with  new  Life >  and  an  unwonted  Eafe . 

Beyond  the  Limits  of  our  Genius  floar , 

And  feel  an  Ardor  quite  unknown  before, 

THOSE  who,  from  wrong  Ideas  of  Things, 
have  forced  themfelves  into  a  Diflike  of  the  Sex i 
will  be  apt  to  cry  out,  Where  would  this  Fel¬ 
low  run  ?  Has  he  fo  long  ftudied  Women,  and 
does  he  not  know  what  Numbers  of  affeSied 
Prudes ,  gay  Coquettes ,  and  giddy  Impertinent s 
there  are  amongft  them  ?  — -  Alas  !  Gentlemen, 
what  Miftakes  are  thefe  ?  How  will  you  be  fur- 
priz’d  if  I  prove  to  you,  that  you  are  in  the  fame 
Sentiments  with  me>  and  that  you  could  not 
have  fo  warm  Refentments  at  thefe  Peccadilloes , 
if  you  did  not  think  the  Ladies  more  than 

mortal  ?  .  _■ 

Are  the  Faults  you  would  pafs  by  in  & 
Friend,  and  fmile  at  in  an  Enemy,  Crimes  of 
fo  deep  a  Dye  in  them,  as  not  to  be  forgiven  ? 
And  can  this  flow  from  any  other  Principle, 
than  a  Perluafion,  that  they  are  more  perfeft  in 
their  Nature  than  we ,  and  their  Guilt  the  greater 
therefore,  in  departing,  even  in  the  fmallefli 
Degree,  from  that  Perfedion  ?  Now  can  there 
be  a  greater  Honour  to  the  Sex,  than  this  Dig¬ 
nity,  which  even  their  Enemies  allow  them ;  to 
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fay  Truth,  Virtue ,  and  Women  owe  lefs  to  their 
.Friends,  than  to  their  Foes  ;  fince  the  Vicious, 
in  both  Cafes,  charge  their  own  Want  of  Tafte 
on  the  Weaknefs  of  human  Nature,  purfue  grof- 
fer  Pleafures  becaufe  ^hey  are  at  Hand,  and  ne- 
gle<fl  the  more  refined,  as  Things  of  which  their 
Capacities  afford  them  no  Ideas. 

Born  •with  a  fertile  Guft  to  fenfual  Joy, 

Souls  of  low  T afie  the  facred  Flame  deftroy , 

By  which ,  allied  to  the  etherial  Fire, 

Celeftial  views  the  Hero’r  Thoughts  infpire : 

Teach  him  in  a  fublimer  Path  to  move. 

And  urge  him  on  to  Glory  and  to  Love ; 

PaJJions  which  only  give  a  Right  to  Fame, 

To  prejent  Blifs,  and  to  a  deathlefs  Name. 

While  thofe  mean  Wretches,  with  jufl  Shame  o'er * 
fpread,  \ 

Live  on  unknown — - and  are,  unheard  of  dead.  ■■ 

Mr.  Dryden,  who  knew  human  Nature,  per¬ 
haps,  as  well  as  any  Man  who  ever  ftudied  it, 
has  given  us  a  juft  Pidture  of  the  Force  of  Fe¬ 
male  Charms,  in  the  Story  of  Cymon  and  Iphige- 
nia.  Boccace ,  from  whom  he  took  it,  had  adorn¬ 
ed  it  with  all  the  tinfel  Finery  of  which  an  Ita¬ 
lian  Compofition  is  capable  :  The  Englijh  Poet, 
like  moft  Ertglijh  Travellers,  gave  Sterling  Silver 
in  Exchange  for  that  fuperficial  Gilding,  and  be¬ 
llowed  a  Moral,  where  he  found  a  Tale.  He 
paints  in  Cymon  a  Soul  buried  in  a  Confufion  of 
Ideas,  informed  with  fo  little  Fire,  as  fcarcc 

F  to 
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to  ftruggle  under  the  Load,  cr  afford  any  Glim¬ 
merings  of  Senib.  In  this  Condition,  he  repre- 
lents  him  ftruck  with  the  Rays  of  Ibhigenia  s 
Beauty  ;  kindled  by  them,  his  Mind  exerts  its 
Powers,  his  intellectual  Faculties  feem  to  awake, 
and  that  uncouth  Ferocity  of  Manners,  by  which 
he  had  hitherto  been  diftinguifhed,  gave  Way 

to  an  obliging  Behaviour,  the  natural  EffeCt  of 
Love  ! 

_  .  ’  ,  '  *  *  •  - 

The  Moral  of  this  Fable  is  a.  Truth  which 
can  never  be  inculcated  too  much.  It  is  to  the 
Fair  Sex  we  owe  the  moft  fhining  Qualities  of 
which  we  axe  Matters  :  As  the  Ancients  infinu- 
ated,  with  their  ufual  Addrefs,  by  painting  both 
the  Virtues  and  Graces  as  Females.  Men  of  true 
Tafte  feel  a  natural  Complaifance  for  Women 
when  they  converfe  with  them,  and  fall,  with¬ 
out  knowing  it,  upon  every  Art  of  Pleafing, 
which  is  the  Diipofition  at  once  the  moft  grate¬ 
ful  to  others,  and  the  moft  Satisfactory  to  our- 
ielves.  An  intimate  Acquaintance  with  the  other 
Sex,  fixes  this  Complacence  into  a  Habit,  and  that 
Habit  is  the  very  Efience  of  Politenefs. 

Nay,  I  prefume  to  fay,  Politenefs  can  be  no 
other  Way  attained.  Books  may  furnifh  us  with 
right  Ideas,  Experience  may  improve  our  Judg¬ 
ments,  but  it  is  the  Acquaintance  of  the  Ladies 
only,  which  can  beftow  that  Eafinefs  of  Addrefs, 
whereby  the  fine  Gentleman  is  diftinguilhed  from 
the  Scholar,  and  the  Man  of  Bujinefs. 

That  my  Readers  may  be  perfectly  fatis- 
fied  in  a  Point ,  which  I  think  of  fo  great  Im¬ 
portance, 
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portance,  let  us  examine  this  a  little  more 
ftridly.  • 

These  is  a  certain  conflitutional  Pride  in 
Men,  which  hinders  their  yielding  in  Point  of 
Knowledge ,  Honour ,  or  Virtue ,  one  to  another  ; 
Phis  immediately  forfakes  us  at  the  Sight  of  Wo¬ 
man  /  And  the  being  accuftomed  to  fubmit 
to  the  Ladies,  gives  a  new  Turn  to  our  Ideas , 
and  opens  a  Path  to  Reafon,  which  (he  had  not 
trod  before  :  Things  appear  in  another  Light, 
and  that  Degree  of  Complacency  feems  now  a 
Virtue ,  which  heretofore  we  regarded  as  a 
Meannefs. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  the  Charms  of  the 
Sex,  arifing  from  the  Perfection  vifible  in  their 
exterior  Compofition,  becaufe  there  is  the 
flrongeft  Analogy  between  them,  and  the  Ex¬ 
cellencies  which,  from  a  nicer  Enquiry,  we  dis¬ 
cover  in  the  Minds  of  the  Fair.  As  they  are 
diftinguifhed  from  the  robuft  Make  of  Man  by 
that  Delicacy ,  exprefs’d  by  Nature  in  their  Form, 
fo  the  Severity  of  mafculine  Scnfe  is  foftened  by 
a  Sweetnefs  peculiar  to  the  Female  Soul.  A  na¬ 
tive  Capacity  of  pleafing  attends  them  through 
every  Circumftance  of  Life,  and,  what  we  im¬ 
properly  call,  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Sex,  gives 
them  a  Superiority  unattainable  by  Force. 

The  Fable  of  the  North-Wind  and  the  Sun 
contending  to  make  the  Man  throw  off  his 
Croak,  is  not  an  improper  Pidure  of  the  fpeci- 
fick  Difference  between  the  Powers  of  either 
Sex.  The  bluffering  Fiercenefs  of  the  former , 
/ '  ’  F  2  inflead 
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inftead  of  producing  the  Effedt  at  which  it  aimT 
ed,  made  the  Fellow  but  wrap  himfelf  up  the 
clofer  ;  yet  no  fooner  did  the  Sun-Beams  play, 
than  that  which  before  protected,  became  now 
an  Incumbrance. 

Just  fo,  that  Pride  which  makes  us  Tenaci¬ 
ous  in  Difputes  between  Man  and  Man,  when 
applied  to  the  Ladies ,  inlpires  us  with  an  Eager- 
nefs  not  to  Contend,  but  to  Obey. 

T  o  fpeak  fincerely  and  philofophically,  Wo¬ 
men  feem  defigned  by  Providence  to  fpread  the 
fame  Splendour  and  Chearfulnefs  through  the 
intellectual  Oeconomy,  that  the  celeftial  Bodies 
diffufe  over  the  material  Part  of  the  Creation. 
Without  them,  we  might,  indeed,  contend,  def- 
troy ,  and  triumph  over  one  another ;  Fraud  and 
Force  would  divide  the  World  between  them, 
and  we  (hould  pafs  our  Lives,  like  Slaves,  in 
continual  Toil,  without  the  Profpedt  of  Plea- 
fure  or  Relaxation. 

It  is  the  Converfation  of  Women  that  gives  a 
proper  Biafs  to  our  Inclinations,  and,  by  abating 
the  Ferocity  of  our  Paflions,  engages  us  to 
affume  that  Gentlenefs  of  Deportment,  which  we 
(tile  Humanity.  The  Tendernefs  we  have  fpr 
them  loffcns  theRuggedneis  of  our  own  Nature, 
and  the  Virtues  we  put  on  to  make  the  better 
Figure  in  their  Eyes,  keeps  us  in  Humour  with 
ourfelves. 

I  (peak  it  without  Affedtation  or  Vanity,  that 
no  Man  has  applied  more  affiduoufly  than  my- 
felf  to  the  Study  of  the  Fair  Sex ,  and  I  aver' it 

with 
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with  the  greateft  Simplicity  of  Heart,  that  I  have 
not  only  found  the  moft  engaging  and  moil 
amiable,  but  alfo  the  moft  generous  and  moft 
heroick  Qualities  amongft  the  Ladies ;  and  that 
I  have  difcovered  more  of  Candour,  Difinterefted- 
nefs,  and  Fervour  in  their  Friendfhips,  than  in 
thofe  of  our  own  Sex,  tho’  I  have  been  very  care¬ 
ful,  and  particularly  happy  in  the  Choice  of  my 
Acquaintance. 

My  Readers  will,  I  dare  fay,  obferve,  and  in¬ 
deed  I  defire  they  Ihould,  a  more  than  ordinary 
Zeal  for  inculcating  a  high  Efteem  of,  and  a 
fincere  Attachment  to  the  Fair.  What  I  propofe 
from  it  is,  to  redlify  certain  Notions,  which  are 
not  only  deftrudtive  of  all  Pclitenefs ,  but,  at  the 
fame  Time,  detrimental  to  Society ,  and  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  Dignity  ot  human  Nature. 
Thel'e  have,  of  late  Years,  fpread  much  amongft 
thofe  who  aflumeto  themfelves  the  Title  of  Fine 
Gentlemen  ;  and,  in  Confequence  thereof,  talk 
with  great  Freedom  of  thofe,  from  whom  they 
are  in  no  Danger  of  being  called  to  an  Account. 
There  is  fo  much  of  Bafenefs,  Cowardice ,  and 
Contempt  of  Truth  in  this  Way  of  treating  fuch, 
as  are  alone  capable  of  making  us  truly  and  ra¬ 
tionally  happy,  that  to  confider  the  Crime,  muft 
be  fufficient  to  make  a  reafonable  Man  abhor  it. 
Levity  is  the  beft  Excufe  lor  a  tranfient  Slip  of 
this  Kind,  but  to  perfift  in  it,  is  evidently  def- 
cending  from  our  own  Species,  and  as  far  as  we 
are  able,  putting  on  the  Brute. 
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I' ram  d  to  give  Joy,  the  lovely  Sex  are  pen, 
Beauteous  their  Form,  and  heav'nly  in  their  Mein  : 
Silent  they  charm  the  pleas'd  Beholder's  Sight, 

And  [peaking,  Jlrike  us  with  a  new  Delight  : 
JVords  when  pronounc'd  by  them  bear  each  a  Dart, 
Invade  our  Ears,  and  reach  thro  them  the  Heart. 
To  no  ill  Ends  the  glorious  PaJJion  [ways. 

By  Love  and  Honour  bound,  the  Youth  obeys ; 

Till,  by  his  Service  won,  the  greatest  Fair 
Confents,  in  Time,  to  eafe  the  Lever's  Care , 

Seals  all  his  Hopes,  and,  in  the  bridal  Kifs , 

Gives  him  a  Title  to  untainted  Blijs. 

I  chufe  to  put  an  End  to  my  Ledture  on  Po- 
htenefs  here,  becaufe,  having  fpoke  of  the  Ladies, 
I  would  not  defcend  again  to  any  other  Subjedt. 
In  the  Current  of  my  Difeourfe,  I  have  taken 
Pains  to  {hew  the  Ufe  and  Amiablenefs  of  that 
Art  which  this  Treatife  was  written  to  recom¬ 
mend  ;  and  have  drawn,  in  as  ftrong  Colours 
as  I  was  able,  thofe  Solecifms  in  Behaviour,  which 
Men,  either  through  Giddinefs,  or  a  wrong  Turn 
of  Thought,  are  mod:  likely  to  commit. 

Perhaps  the  Grave  may  think  I  have  made 
PoliteneJ's  too  important  a  Thing,  from  the  Man¬ 
ner  in  which  I  have  treated  it  :  Yet,  if  they  will 
but  reflect,  that  a  Statefman  in  the  moll  auguft 
Aflembly,  a  Lawyer  of  the  deepeft  Talents,  and 
a  Divine  of  the  greateft  Parts,  mu  ft  notwith- 
jlanding  have  a  large  Share  of  Politenefs,m  order 
to  engage  the  Attention,  and  biafs  the  Inclina¬ 
tions  of  his  Hearers,  before  he  can  perfuade 
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them,  they’ll  be  of  another  Opinion,  and  con¬ 
fers  that  fume  Care  is  due  to  acquiring  that 
Quality  which  mud  fet  off  all  the  reft. 

'  The  gayer  Part  of  my  Readers  may  ,  probably, 
find  fault  with  thofe  Reftraints  which  may  re- 
fult  Irora  the  Rules  I  have  here  laid  down :  But 
I  would  have  thele  Gentlemen  remember,  that 
I  point  out  a  Way  whereby ,  without  the  Trouble 
of  Study ,  they  may  be  enabled  to  make  no  dcf- 
picaple  Figure  in  the  World,  which,  on  mature 
Deliberation,  I  flatter  myfelf,  they  will  think  no 
ill  Exchange.  The  Ladies  will,  I  hope,  repay 
my  Labours,  by  not  being  difpleas’d  with  this 
Offer  of  my  Service.  And  thus,  having  done  all 
in  my  Power  towards  making  Folks  agreeable  to 
one  another,  I  pleafe  myfelf  with  the  Hooes  of 

having  procured  a  favourable  Reception  for  mv- 
felf. 

When  gay  Petronius,  to  cor  red}  the  Age, 

Gave  Way ,  of  old,  to  his  fatyric  Rage  ■ ’  | 

Fhis  motley  Form  he  for  his  Writings  chofe,  '*>, 
And  chequer'd  lighter  Verfe  with  graver  PrcQ.  1 
When,  with  juft  Malice,  he  defign’d  to  (hew. 

How  far  unbounded  Vice,  at  Fiji,  would  9-0 ,  ’ 

In  Profe  we  read  the  execrable  7 ale,  °  ' 

And  fee  the  Face  0/  Sin  without  a  Veil  • 

But  when  his  Soul,  byfome  jeft  Theme  in  (hir'd. 

The  Aid  of  tuneful  Poetry  requir'd. 

His  Numbers  wit h  peculiar  Sweet nefs  ran. 

And  m  bis  eafy  Verfe  we  fee  the  Man. 
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Learn'd  without  Pride,  cf  Tafte  corredt,  yet  free 
Alike  prom  Nicenefs,  and  from  Pedantry  : 
Carelefs  of  Wealth ,  yet  liking  decent  Shew, 

In  fine,  by  Birth  a  Wit,  by  Trade  a  Beau. 

Freely  He  cenfurd  a  licentious  Age, 

And  Him  I  copy,  tho  with  chafter  Page  ; 

Expofe  the  Evils  in  which  Brutes  delight , 

And  jhew  how  eafy  'tis  to  be  Polite. 

Exhort  our  erring  Youth — to  mend  in  Time, 

And  Lectures  give  for  Mem'ry  s  fake  in  Rhyme, 
Teaching  this  ART — topafs  thro'  Life  at  Eafe, 
Pleas'd  in  our  felves,  while  all  around  we  pieaje. 
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